
Oviedo is much more than a suburb of Orlando.  It is a 
town with a colorful history, rooted in a tradition of agri-
cultural prosperity and trade linkages with neighboring 
towns and cities.  Over time—and with the meteoric 
growth of the Orlando metropolitan area—this sense of 
identity has gradually eroded due to unprecedented 
population growth and its accompanying demands for 
mobility and services.  With new development plans in the 
works, Oviedo is poised to grow into a modern, innovative 
city that can simultaneously take advantage of an oppor-
tunity to rejoin people to traditional ties to the land 
through its parks system.

Current City of Oviedo policies and practice have 
produced a good quality system of community parks that 
are highly programmed.  The City needs to decide 
whether to continue focusing resources on community 
parks or to begin incorporating neighborhood level parks 
into the cityscape.  This links into a broader consideration 
for the City: what does Oviedo envision for its future?  How 
does the City want to grow, and what does it look like? 

 The goal of the Centennial Plan is to help guide the City of 
Oviedo in planning not only for its future recreation and 
parks system, but the entire public realm.  Given the 
increasing population and current development plans, it 
is essential to give close attention to the community’s 
park resources and remaining open spaces as a crucial 
component of the City’s quality of life.

The Centennial Plan was developed from May 2006 to 
November 2006.  Major components included:

   A Recreation and Parks Needs Assessment to deter-
mine top priority needs

   A long range Vision for the build-out of the community
   An Implementation Strategy to build the top priority 

improvements.
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SUMMARY OF NEEDS

The City of Oviedo Recreation and Parks Needs Assessment included:

Anecdotal Technique:
 Site Visits and Existing Conditions Analysis

Qualitative Techniques:
 Interviews with City Council members

 Steering Committee Workshop

 Recreation and Parks Staff Workshop

 Stakeholder/ Focus Group Meetings

 Public Workshop

Quantitative Techniques:
 Level of Service (LOS) Analysis – Facilities

 Level of Service (LOS) Analysis – Acreage

 Level of Service (LOS) Analysis –  Service Areas

 Telephone Survey

Based on these techniques, top priority needs include:

 Outdoor Special Events/ Amphitheater

 Cultural Centers/ Museums

 Performance Center/ Auditorium

 Youth/ Teen Centers

 Covered Playgrounds

 Fishing Piers

 Dog Parks

 Bicycle/ Skating Trails – Paved

 General “Multi-Purpose” Play Fields

 Physical Fitness Trails/ Jogging and Hiking Trails – Paved

 Football/ Soccer/ Rugby Fields

 Upgrade Existing Facilities

Funding Source Amount Total

General Obligation Bond: .4 - .45 mills $15,000,000

General Fund ($250,000/yr) $2,500,000

Florida Recreation Development Assistance Program ($200,000-
Grants (FRDAP) $400,000/yr)

Office of Greenway and Trails/Transportation
Enhancement Grants

Impact Fees ($50,000/yr) $500,000

Seminole County (50% of Trail Costs) $1,500,000

Redevelopment Trust Fund $1,500,000

Total $25,000,000

City of Oviedo Recreation and Parks Master Plan 
Potential Phase I Funding Sources (2007-2017)

$4,000,000

($100,000/yr) $1,000,000

Priority Improvement Estimated Cost Phasing

High Downtown Center Park $3.5 million FY 07/09

High Oviedo Sports Complex/ Long Lake Renovation 
(Including Stubbs Property) $3 million FY 08/10

High Multi-Purpose Fields Round Lake, Shane Kelly $3.25 million FY 08/11

High Land Acquistion $2 Million FY 07/15

Medium Cover Existing Playgrounds $500,000 FY 08/12

Medium Round Lake Renovation $1.5 Million FY 10/12

Medium Boston Hill Renovation $1.5 Million FY 09/11

Medium Sweetwater Renovation $500,000 FY 10/12

Subtotal $18,500,000
35% Design Permitting and Contingency $6,475,000
Total $24,975,000.00

$250,000 FY 07/15

City of Oviedo Recreation and Parks Master Plan 
Proposed Phase I ($25 million) Improvements, FY 2007-2017

Trails/ Park-to-Park Trail/ Sidewalks FY 11/15$2.5 MillionLow

Low Cultural Enhancements

The first phase of implementation, scheduled for FY 2007-2017 is estimated to cost approximately $25 million, 
as out lined in Table 1 below.

Implementation, cont’



 Create central gathering spaces for both civic events and informal socialization

 Provide “walk-to” parks within an easy walking distance of every resident

 Provide equitable access to community parks, recreation centers and special use/ sports facilities    
   throughout the City

 Provide new recreation and parks facilities to meet the recreation needs of existing residents, as well   
  as the anticipated needs of future residents

 Maintain at least 50% of each park in non-programmed open space for informal recreation and social  
  activities such as playing catch, throwing a Frisbee, having a picnic or just sitting and talking

 Partner with schools and libraries to maximize public access to recreation areas

 Provide public access to lakes, rivers, streams, forests and other major natural features

 Protect conservation areas and critical habitat from over-use and negative impacts

 Provide an interconnected network of shaded, safe,  bikeways and trails that connect parks to other          
 parks, neighborhoods, schools, employment centers, civic buildings and other community destinations

 Transform existing streets into tree-lined boulevards and parkways that define the City’s urban form;  
 improve the aesthetic qualities of the driving experience; and provide safe bicycle and pedestrian   
 circulation

 Provide transit access to every park and civic site, and provide comfortable shelters at each 

 Incorporate public art, signage and cultural/ historical exhibits into every park and public   
  realm/infrastructure project to “tell the City’s story” and to create a sense of place

 Protect and commemorate the City’s significant cultural and historical sites

 Consider using park improvements as catalysts for neighborhood stabilization and /or redevelopment   
  whenever appropriate 

 Design parks to reduce energy and water consumption, and serve as models for sustainable develop 
 ment for the City

 Design parks to be flexible in order to accommodate ever-changing recreation trends

 Engage the surrounding neighborhoods in the planning and design of each park

The Centennial Plan is not “just” a Recreation and Parks Master Plan, but a City-wide blueprint for sustaining – and 
enhancing – the quality of life for Oviedo residents over the next two decades.  The Plan illustrates improvements to 
the entire public realm in Oviedo, including streets, trails, parks, natural areas, town center(s) and neighborhoods.  
The Plan literally connects the City’s past and future through the creation of an interconnected network of shaded 
streets, sidewalks, bikeways and trails; through the protection of its natural and historical heritage; through a way-
finding, interpretive and informational sign program; and through the creation and enhancement of civic spaces 
that bring the community together.  Specifically, the Plan strives to accomplish the following objectives:

The estimated costs for the improvements shown in the Master Plan total approximately $109 million dollars (in 
today’s dollars), not including the costs of acquiring land for the trail corridors; the costs of proposed Neighborhood 
Parks;  or the costs of roadway enhancements such as sidewalks or bikeways.  An estimated $5.4 million in additional 
annual operations and maintenance costs will be needed once the improvements are completed. Note that this plan is 
meant to be implemented over a period of twenty to forty years, and not all funding must be available immediately.
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